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August 29, 2005
Subject:  Brown County, SD’s GIS Needs Assessment
To:  Universities
Brown County’s GIS Department is assessing the current and potential use of Geographic Information Systems (GIS) within and among its various departments.  The primary objective of the assessment is to assist in the creation of a comprehensive GIS Plan that includes consideration of human resource issues, software and hardware purchasing, training requirements and data acquisition and development.
Enclosed is the outline and introductory chapters of the assessment.  Accompanying the assessment is a double-sided Interview Form.  In order to make the Needs Assessment and Implementation Plan a comprehensive document, we would like to find out more about your organization.  Specifically, we would like to know: 1) What educational or GIS-related relationships, if any, has your organization had with Brown County in the past (i.e., have you ever provided people or equipment for educational purposes or do you have a Geography department that has provided students for internships or to help with projects) and 2) How might your organization help to meet Brown County’s future GIS and educational needs?
Once you have completed the Interview Form, please give me a call at your convenience so we can set up a time to discuss your answers.  If you send me an email, I will email you back a digital copy of the assessment and interview form.  It would save me the time of re-typing your responses if you could complete the survey using the digital Microsoft Word Interview Form.  
Feel free to distribute multiple copies of the assessment and Interview Form throughout your organization, especially to those individuals working with GIS or educational outreach services.  If you’d like to condense multiple responses into one company-wide response, that would be helpful for me; however, is not entirely necessary.
Thank you in advance for taking the time to complete the GIS Needs Assessment survey.  Your responses will assist Brown County’s GIS Technical Advisory Group in determining how GIS and your organization might help Brown County to operate more efficiently and to make better decisions.  Your participation in the survey is very important to the overall assessment.  When completed, the Needs Assessment and GIS Plan should prove to be very beneficial to both Brown County and to your organization.

On a final note, I will be speaking about ‘The Potential of GIS within County Government’ at both the Lake Region Commission Meeting in Britton on September 1st and at the James River Valley Commission Meeting in Aberdeen on September 8th.  I look forward to possibly meeting representatives of your organization there.
 

Scott A Madsen
GIS Coordinator
Brown County, SD
25 Market St
Aberdeen, SD  57401
Ph: (605) 626-4023

browngis@brown.sd.us
25 Market St, Aberdeen, SD 57401 Ph: (605) 626-4023 Fax: (605) 626-4010  
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